[Immunological defense to viral infections: focus on virus-specific T cells].
T cells play a central role in the control of and the protection against viral infections. The T cell population consists ofa diversity ofvirus-specific memory T cells. The characteristics of these T cells seem to depend largely on the type of virus for which they are specific. T cells directed against latent viruses, such as cytomegalovirus, are cytotoxic cells. T cells directed against viruses that after the initial infection are completely removed by the immune system, such as the influenza virus, are non-cytotoxic cells. The development of new immunological techniques, such as the detection of virus-specific cells with HLA-peptide tetrameric complexes, enables the characterization of the properties of virus-specific T cells in the blood and organs.